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PA-6716-1 PERSPECTIVE VIEW, CORNER UNIT AND REPRESENTATIVE
INTERIOR HOUSE (NOS. 1921 AND 1923). THE TWO ATTACHED
STRUCTURES WERE ONCE PART OF AN EIGHT-UNIT ROW
EXTENDING FOR ONE-HALF A BLOCK ON THE NORTH SIDE OF
DIAMOND STREET WEST FROM NINETEENTH STREET. THIS
DEVELOPMENT LIKELY ALSO INCLUDED FOUR DWELLINGS
IMMEDIATELY BEHIND THESE HOUSES TO THE NORTH,
FRONTING ON NINETEENTH STREET. A NOTICE FROM THE
MAY 28, 1890 ISSUE OF PHILADELPHIA REAL ESTATE RECORD
AND BUILDERS’ GUIDE ANNOUNCED THE DEVELOPMENT’S
ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION BY PROLIFIC LOCAL REAL
ESTATE AGENT/BUILDER THOMAS H. PARKS, WHO LIVED
ONLY ONE BLOCK AWAY AT THE CORNER OF GRATZ AND
DIAMOND STREETS (IN NO. 1821, NOW LOST). THOMAS PARKS
HAD USED ARCHITECT ANGUS S. WADE FOR THE 1800 BLOCK
OF DIAMOND STREET, BUT IT APPEARS THAT HE MAY HAVE
EMPLOYED ANOTHER OF POPULAR ARCHITECT WILLIS G.
HALE’S PROTEGES, ROBERT W. MARPLE, FOR THIS BLOCK, AT
LEAST FOR THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF ITS CONSTRUCTION.
THE HOUSES’ EBULLIENCE AND EXOTICISM SUGGESTS
HALE’S WORK OR THAT OF HIS OFFICE; THEY BEAR NOTABLE
SIMILARITY TO HOUSES DESIGNED BY HALE A YEAR EARLIER
IN THE 1800 BLOCK OF W. GIRARD AVENUE. SEE HABS PA-6677
FOR MORE ON THOMAS PARKS AND THE 1800 BLOCK OF
DIAMOND STREET, AND HABS PA-6678, FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION ABOUT WILLIS HALE AND THE 1800 BLOCK OF
W. GIRARD AVENUE.

PA-6716-2 ELEVATION, NOS. 1921 AND 1923 DIAMOND STREET.




